
Hermit Crab

INVERTEBRATE 

Pagarus hirsutiusculus 

diet: scavengers of plant matter and decaying animal matter (detritus) 

size: 19mm (1 in) 

Habitat:  Rocky Shores - at Haystack Rock can be found abundantly in all tidepools - look to 
underside of rocks as they hide.  Territorial and sometimes can be spotted carrying another 
hermit crab around.  They do not make their shells but are constantly in search of snail shells 
as suitable homes 

Olive green to black color with white bands on walking legs.  Right cheliped (claw) larger 
than left. The larger claw is for defense and shredding food and small for eating. 

Fun Fact:  Females can have 5 broods from winter to spring 




