
Mole Crab

INVERTEBRATE 

Emerita analoga 

diet: plankton and detritus (dead things) 

size:  about 3cm (1.5 inches) long 

Habitat: Find these crabs in the swash zone (turbulent layer of washing onto beach) buried up 
to their antennae where it filter feeds.  Stand close to the water and watch as juveniles and 
adults scurry back to the water.  Found most often late spring early summer, especially during 
negative tides. 

These decapods ( 5 pairs of walking legs) have a hard, grey exoskeleton that easily rolls 
through the water.  Females are much larger than males and protect their bright orange eggs 
on their abdomen.  Lives about 2-3 years. 

Fun Fact:  The only crab that moves backward! 




