
Purple Shore 
Crab

INVERTEBRATE 

Hemigrapsus nudus 

diet: barnacles and algae 

size:  about 5.5cm (2.25 in) across 

Habitat:  Rocky Shores - at Haystack Rock can be found amongst all the mussel beds - 
sometimes this crab can be found in the “Crab Condo” on the main wall next to the Saddle. 

Related to:  other crabs 

These crabs have a purplish carapace with dark spots on claws.   

Fun Fact:  the have the have the ability to osmoregulate (adjust salt in their 
system) to live in brackish as well as intertidal areas. 




