
CITY OF CANNON BEACH 
 

PO Box 368 Cannon Beach, Oregon 97110 • (503) 436-1581 • TTY (503) 436-8097 • FAX (503) 436-2050 

www.ci.cannon-beach.or.us • cityhall@ci.cannon-beach.or.us 

AGENDA 

 

Meeting: Parks and Community Services Committee 

Date: Thursday, March 21, 2024 

Time: 9:00 a.m. 

Location: City Hall Council Chambers 

 

9:00 (1)  CALL TO ORDER 

 

 (2)  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

   A. Thursday, February 15, 2024 

 

 (3) PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

 (4) DISCUSSION AND INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 

A. Monthly State of the Parks Report 

B. ROW Tree Removals 

C. Tree Focus Group 

D. Community Grants 

E. Heritage Trees Program 

F. Monthly Reserve Cleanup 

G. 12 Days of Earth Day 

H. Site Visit – Proposed sign placement 

  (5) GOOD OF THE ORDER 
 

 (6) ADJOURN 

 

Posted: March 14th, 2024 

Please note that agenda items may not be considered in the exact order listed. For questions about the agenda, please 

contact the City of Cannon Beach at (503) 436-8048. The meeting is accessible to the disabled. If you need special 

accommodations to attend or participate in the meeting, per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), please contact the 

City Manager at (503) 436-8050. TTY (503) 436-8097. This information can be made in alternative format as needed for 

persons with disabilities 

 

*Note Public Comment: If you wish to provide public comment virtually via phone, you must submit your 

request by noon, the day before the meeting, to parks@ci.cannon-beach.or.us. All written comments received 

by that same deadline will be distributed to the Parks and Community Services Committee and the appropriate 

staff prior to the start of the meeting. These written comments will be included in the record copy of the 

meeting. 

View Our Live Stream: View our Live Stream on YouTube! 

Join Zoom Meeting: 

To join from your computer, tablet or smartphone: 
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PO Box 368 Cannon Beach, Oregon 97110 • (503) 436-1581 • TTY (503) 436-8097 • FAX (503) 436-2050 

www.ci.cannon-beach.or.us • cityhall@ci.cannon-beach.or.us 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85061475444?pwd=YUVZdVhYZTNPbHp0WVJtZzJ5WXp5QT09 

Meeting ID: 850 6147 5444 

Password: 274617 

 

To join from your phone: 

1-669-900-6833 or 

1-253-215-8782 

Meeting ID: 850 6147 5444 

Password: 274617 
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Minutes of the 

PARKS AND COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMITTEE 

Thursday, February 20, 2024 

Council Chambers 

 

Members: Stacy Benefield, Anita Dueber and Tom Landrum in person. Betty Gearen and Les Sinclair via 

Zoom 

 

Absent:   

  

Staff: Assistant Public Works Director Trevor Mount, Parks Division Utility AJ Welliver, Parks 

Specialist Kirk Anderson, Recorder Jennifer Barrett and Administrative Assistant Sheri Skotland 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER  

   

Benefield called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 

 

 

 

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

The Committee considered the Minutes of January 16, 2024. 

 

Dueber asked to have update with mentioning of tsunami sign moving, under parks report.  

 

Motion: Dueber moved to approve the amended meeting minutes of January 16th, 2024;  Landrum 

seconded the motion. 

  

Vote: Dueber, Sinclair, Gearen, Landrum, and Benefield voted: AYE. The vote was 5:0 in favor and the 

motion carried. The minutes were approved. 

 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

No Public Comment 

 

 

 

4. DISCUSSION AND INFORMATIONAL ITEMS  

 

 

A. Monthly State of the Parks Report 

 

15 piles of debris from storm.  Pruning the roses is done. Ordered flower baskets, built retaining wall on 

Siuslaw  

 

Meeting with landscapes to replace parts on the playground equipment.  Continued pruning trees.  All 

the mowers have the annual service.  Should have mowers back tomorrow. 

 

Ordering pickleball for courts.  
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Gearen finding holly and wondering if we can remove.  Kirk does kill the holly as they come back.  

Continued service to remove.  

 

B. ROW Tree Removals 

 

Dueber has questions on trees in the reserve. Mount reported an adjacent property owner called and 

complained about trees in the Spruce Reserve.  Was a dangerous tree that could hit a house.  Will be cut 

and lay them down in a safe manner.  

 

We will be planting several cedars in that location.  You’ll notice there is the parking lot trees that we 

have to remove.  He’s not recommending planting back trees in that area we’re going to let the hedges 

grow and interconnect in those areas.  
 

 

C. Tree Focus Group 

 

Late last spring group working on new tree ordinance.   Draft proposal by staff and legal counsel.  Jan 

Seaburg, Mike Bates, Lisa Kerr.   

 

Mike Bates presented for work group.  With provisions that needed replaced.   

 

Dueber appreciated the work and where they are going with the new ordinance.  

 

Trevor Mount said signage to be placed in front of tree.  The attention was to take it out of the report.  

Lisa report that they wanted it removed. Use paint.  Will review what was turned in.  Intent is to clarify.  

Benefield, when draft was in state to share, met with staff and legal counsel with revisions to foresee, 

around significant trees.  Meeting next will review the tree removal. Kerr reports its all semantics.  Fees 

to remove would go back into replacing trees will need to go through finance so it’s set up correctly and 

want it to go to environmental projects. Gearen the church wanted to cut down trees, and they were to 

plant elsewhere they didn’t ever replant the trees.  There should be follow up on these private owners 

that say they’re going to replant. We have to talk to code enforcement with the intention that we will 

have these situations with stricter penalties. 

 

Problem with the existing revisions will you go back to your committee for revisions. Benefield stated 

ordinance had great input from our code enforcer. Marking needs to be viewable from public street.  

Continue education of citizens for the tree ordinance.  Built in notice provision and provide comment 

and appeal.  If on privet property vs public. City property and ROW and uses the same arborist.  

 

March 12th meeting is next working committee for Tree Group   

 

Mount asked 20K fine is that too steep.  Kerr reported no, is a property ocean front that offered neighbor 

20k to remove tree for view.  When did the analysis of other city’s the fee was higher. Fees probably 

need to increase several as they haven’t been.  

 

LaBonte - Establish a GL number for this category fees coming in and money going out, with arbor 

expenses. Tree planting so we can track the service. Track in both ways. Preserve wet land? Or forest 

that we need to take care of.  Take care of trails.  Long term serviceability of trees only.  Not trails.  I 

would propose.  

 

AJ reported - average cost $150-200 for larger 10-12ft trees better chance of survival.  
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Inventory trees could be an option.  

 

Lake Washington, wanted to cut trees down, it was 2k per tree and was asked if he could replant, he said 

no.  

 

Mike Bates - The last photo took it and was not his tree, I get shade, exposed to nature.   

Attention is to preserve trees.  Was since 1933, close to old growth.  Build our canopy.  

 

Make sure set up budget.  LaBonte will take it to the budget committee.   

 

And make sure the Judge stand behind it, LaBonte said that they did a pretty good job 

 
D. Community Grants 

 

Change in timeline – change May 23rd to May 22nd at 9:00. 
 

 

E. Heritage Trees Program 

 

Les Shirley report on tree that can’t be used due to health of the tree.  

 

Sinclair report, no tree is perfect, what enhances the project.  Very much relates to the condition of the 

tree and what things can be done.  Where it’s located and if it’s in danger to people.  There are some 

guidelines we can adopt.  
 

F. Monthly Reserve Cleanup 

 

Gearen – Meet at the Pompe, and continue this weekend, Saturday 10-12.  Hope to see a great turn out.  

Same spot as last month. Should work on the northern area of the trail, focus on the bank side. Just be 

careful and make sure your safe. Looking at the oxbow, is easy to mow.  The Ivey and Holly would be 

great to take out.  
 

Siebert - south of trail has some Ivey and Holly there to clean up.  

 

 

G. 12 Days of Earth Day 

  

Benefield reported the date had been set for, calendar – 10th  Nature talks with Friends of Haystack rock , 

April 14th , April 18th, meeting and talk at history center 19th scheduled days through 21st  in April,.  

Benefield they will not have anything on Earth Day, but will have lots of things leading up. Committee 

consensus to revise the dates.  

 

Sheri has put on the preliminary on the website. Maintaining a calendar.  With each event.  Contact phone 

numbers will be out live on the website.  

 

Gearen working on the street fair.  Reached out to individuals that was there last year.  Would like to 

expand to compost, master gardener, how to become more sustainable. Make a booth that things are 

actually happening to wildlife here.  Joe Balden, demonstration on planting trees.  He is also a master 

gardener.  Native plant nursery, is coming back.  

 

Sinclair, bring in presentation for.  The ocean cleanup.  Out in the middle of the Pacific.  Recovering 
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thousands of pounds of stuff in our Oceans.  

 

 

Have the grade school kids planting trees… 

 

 
5. GOOD OF THE ORDER  

 

Benefield – City has been awarded a $5000 Grant, trail improvements.  

 

Newport Beach, Recreational Immunity.  Recreational purposes. July of last year.  Ended trail Immunity 

from land loss.  All over the State several City’s having this issue.   

 

- Mount said this is one of the action items for City directors that got together and there is signage that 

will be placed.  All City is using the same signage to be posted on trails.  

 

Revamped the interpreter sign. Several options.  Maintained, Use at your own risk.  

 

Dueber – asked about foot trail by Van Buren and Jackson, why was so much cut.  Mount added ADA 

not approved.  Had to make it accessible and was not wide enough, that needed to be wide enough for 

wheelchair.   
 

 

6. ADJOURN IN FIELD 

 

Benefield adjourned the meeting at 9:59 a.m. 

 

              

       Sheri Skotland , Recorder 
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CITY OF CANNON BEACH 

 

PO Box 368 Cannon Beach, Oregon 97110 • (503) 436-1581 • TTY (503) 436-8097 • FAX (503) 436-2050 

www.ci.cannon-beach.or.us • cityhall@ci.cannon-beach.or.us 

 NOTICE OF APPLICATION TO REMOVE TREES 

 IN THE STREET RIGHT-OF-WAY OR PROPERTY OWNED BY THE CITY 

 

 

The City of Cannon Beach has made an application for the removal of one hazardous shore pine (Pinus 

contorta). The affected tree is approximately 7” in diameter and 25’tall are located 7th Street right-of-

way (adjacent to Map 51019AC, Tax Lot 00100). 

 

The request for tree removal is made based on Municipal Code Section 17.70.020 A, “Removal of a tree 

which poses a safety hazard.” Municipal Code Section 17.70.030 I, Additional Requirements, states for 

tree removal requests of trees located in a street right-of-way, or on property owned by the city, property 

owners within one hundred feet of the tree(s) requested for removal shall be notified of the proposed 

action. The notification shall also be posted on the city’s website, and on the bulletin board at City Hall, 

and at the Post Office. In making its decision on such a tree removal request, the city shall consider 

comments received within ten days of the date of the mailing of the property owner notification. To be 

considered, comments must address the tree removal criteria of Section 17.70.020. 

 

Correspondence regarding this matter should be mailed to: City of Cannon Beach, Attention: Sheri 

Skotland , PO Box 368, Cannon Beach, OR 97110 or skotland@ci.cannon.beach.or.us.  Further 

information regarding this application is available at City Hall, 163 E. Gower Street, Cannon Beach, or 

by calling (503) 436-8048. 

 

DATE NOTICE MAILED:  02/22/2024 

 

cc:  Mayor Barb Knop 

 Councilor Nancy McCarthy 

 Councilor Brandon Ogilvie 

Councilor Gary Hayes 

Councilor Lisa Kerr 
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Treescapes Northwest 
Jeff Gerhardt, Consulting Arborist 
ISA Certified Arborist #PN-5541A 

                        

City of Cannon Beach, Public Works Department 
Attn: Trevor Mount; Assistant Public Works Director 
mount@ci.cannon-beach.or.us 

February 14, 2024 

Hazard Tree Inspection - N Larch ROW 

Per your request, I evaluated the hazard potential of one tree located in the City Public Right of 
Way.  After visually examining the tree and site, I recommend the tree be removed.  Please find 
the included site map, photograph, and ISA Tree Hazard Evaluation Form for reference. 

The tree is a shore pine (Pinus contorta), located in the Public Right of Way along 7th Street.  
The tree is approximately 7” in diameter and 25’ tall.  An orange dot was painted on the north 
side of the trunk.  This tree has a weakened root system and is actively falling.  Pruning for 
safety is not a feasible option at this point.  I recommend the tree be removed. 

I recommend a replacement tree be planted nearby.  Consider a pacific wax myrtle (Myrica 
californica) or vine maple (Acer circinatum). 

Best regards, 

 
Jeff Gerhardt 

Treescapes Northwest	 	 CCB# 236534 
P.O. Box 52	 	 Cell: 503-453-5571 
Manzanita, OR  97130	 	 www.treescapesnorthwest.com
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Red dot indicates location of shore pine in City ROW 

Treescapes Northwest	 	 CCB# 236534 
P.O. Box 52	 	 Cell: 503-453-5571 
Manzanita, OR  97130	 	 www.treescapesnorthwest.com
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Actively falling pine tree that I recommend be removed: 

Treescapes Northwest	 	 CCB# 236534 
P.O. Box 52	 	 Cell: 503-453-5571 
Manzanita, OR  97130	 	 www.treescapesnorthwest.com
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CITY OF CANNON BEACH 

 

PO Box 368 Cannon Beach, Oregon 97110 • (503) 436-1581 • TTY (503) 436-8097 • FAX (503) 436-2050 

www.ci.cannon-beach.or.us • cityhall@ci.cannon-beach.or.us 

 NOTICE OF APPLICATION TO REMOVE TREES 

 IN THE STREET RIGHT-OF-WAY OR PROPERTY OWNED BY THE CITY 

 

 

The City of Cannon Beach has made an application for the removal of one hazardous Western Hemlock  

(Tsuga heterphylla). The affected tree is approximately 24” in diameter and 50’tall are located in the S 

Curves right-of-way (adjacent to Map 51031AA, Tax Lot 00901). 

 

The request for tree removal is made based on Municipal Code Section 17.70.020 A, “Removal of a tree 

which poses a safety hazard.” Municipal Code Section 17.70.030 I, Additional Requirements, states for 

tree removal requests of trees located in a street right-of-way, or on property owned by the city, property 

owners within one hundred feet of the tree(s) requested for removal shall be notified of the proposed 

action. The notification shall also be posted on the city’s website, and on the bulletin board at City Hall, 

and at the Post Office. In making its decision on such a tree removal request, the city shall consider 

comments received within ten days of the date of the mailing of the property owner notification. To be 

considered, comments must address the tree removal criteria of Section 17.70.020. 

 

Correspondence regarding this matter should be mailed to: City of Cannon Beach, Attention: Sheri 

Skotland , PO Box 368, Cannon Beach, OR 97110 or skotland@ci.cannon.beach.or.us.  Further 

information regarding this application is available at City Hall, 163 E. Gower Street, Cannon Beach, or 

by calling (503) 436-8048. 

 

DATE NOTICE MAILED:  02/22/2024 

 

cc:  Mayor Barb Knop 

 Councilor Nancy McCarthy 

 Councilor Brandon Ogilvie 

Councilor Gary Hayes 

Councilor Lisa Kerr 
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Treescapes Northwest 
Jeff Gerhardt, Consulting Arborist 
ISA Certified Arborist #PN-5541A 

                        

City of Cannon Beach, Public Works Department 
Attn: Trevor Mount; Assistant Public Works Director 
mount@ci.cannon-beach.or.us 

February 20, 2024 

Hazard Tree Inspection - S Curves ROW 

Per your request, I evaluated the hazard potential of one tree located in the City Public Right of 
Way.  After visually examining the tree and site, I recommend the tree be removed.  Please 
reference the included site map, photograph, and ISA Tree Hazard Evaluation Form. 

The tree is a western hemlock (Tsuga heterophylla), located within the Public Right of Way 
adjacent to the S Curves.  The tree is approximately 24” in diameter and 50’ tall.  An orange 
dot was painted on the north side of the trunk.  A fruiting body was discovered on the lower 
stem identified as red-belted conk (Fomitopsis pinicola).  This fungus causes internal decay 
and weakens the trees structure.  Decay appears to be advanced as the lower bole is darkly 
stained.  The tree leans in the direction of the roadway and appears to have recently leaned 
more.  I recommend the tree be removed in entirety ASAP. 

I recommend a replacement tree be planted in the understory on the slope.  I recommend a 
western redcedar (Thuja plicata). 

Best regards, 

 
Jeff Gerhardt 

Treescapes Northwest	 	 CCB# 236534 
P.O. Box 52	 	 Cell: 503-453-5571 
Manzanita, OR  97130	 	 www.treescapesnorthwest.com
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Red dot indicates location of western hemlock in City ROW 

Treescapes Northwest	 	 CCB# 236534 
P.O. Box 52	 	 Cell: 503-453-5571 
Manzanita, OR  97130	 	 www.treescapesnorthwest.com
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Hemlock tree along S Curves with stem decay and lean over roadway: 

Red-belted conk and staining at base 

Treescapes Northwest	 	 CCB# 236534 
P.O. Box 52	 	 Cell: 503-453-5571 
Manzanita, OR  97130	 	 www.treescapesnorthwest.com
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CITY OF CANNON BEACH 

 

PO Box 368 Cannon Beach, Oregon 97110 • (503) 436-1581 • TTY (503) 436-8097 • FAX (503) 436-2050 

www.ci.cannon-beach.or.us • cityhall@ci.cannon-beach.or.us 

 NOTICE OF APPLICATION TO REMOVE TREES 

 IN THE STREET RIGHT-OF-WAY OR PROPERTY OWNED BY THE CITY 

 

 

The City of Cannon Beach has made an application for the removal of one shore pine (Pinus contorta). 

The affected tree is 26” in diameter and is 50’ tall is located within Sunset Blvd right-of-way (adjacent 

to Map 51029CB, Tax Lot 01400). 

 

The request for tree removal is made based on Municipal Code Section 17.70.020 A, “Removal of a tree 

which poses a safety hazard.” Municipal Code Section 17.70.030 I, Additional Requirements, states for 

tree removal requests of trees located in a street right-of-way, or on property owned by the city, property 

owners within one hundred feet of the tree(s) requested for removal shall be notified of the proposed 

action. The notification shall also be posted on the city’s website, and on the bulletin board at City Hall, 

and at the Post Office. In making its decision on such a tree removal request, the city shall consider 

comments received within ten days of the date of the mailing of the property owner notification. To be 

considered, comments must address the tree removal criteria of Section 17.70.020. 

 

Correspondence regarding this matter should be mailed to: City of Cannon Beach, Attention: Sheri 

Skotland, PO Box 368, Cannon Beach, OR 97110 or skotland@ci.cannon_beach.or.us.  Further 

information regarding this application is available at City Hall, 163 E. Gower Street, Cannon Beach, or 

by calling (503) 436-8048. 

 

DATE NOTICE MAILED:  02/22/2024 

 

cc:  Mayor Barb Knop 

 Councilor Nancy McCarthy 

 Councilor Brandon Ogilvie 

Councilor Gary Hayes 

Councilor Lisa Kerr 
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Treescapes Northwest 
Jeff Gerhardt, Consulting Arborist 
ISA Certified Arborist #PN-5541A 

                        

City of Cannon Beach, Public Works Department 
Attn: Trevor Mount; Assistant Public Works Director 
mount@ci.cannon-beach.or.us 

December 5, 2023 

Hazard Tree Inspection - Sunset ROW 

Per your request, I evaluated the hazard potential of one tree located in the City Public Right of 
Way.  After visually examining the tree and site, I recommend the tree be removed.  Please find 
the included site map, photograph, and ISA Tree Hazard Evaluation Form for reference. 

The tree is a shore pine (Pinus contorta), located in the Public Right of Way near the Cannon 
Beach History Center.  The tree is approximately 26” in diameter and 50’ tall.  An orange dot 
was painted on the north side of the trunk approx. 16” above grade.  Several concerns have led 
to the recommendation that this tree be removed for safety reasons: 

1) The tree has excessive limb weight that is over a heavily trafficked roadway.  Pruning to 
alleviate the danger is not feasible due to canopy limitations. 

2) Large cavities from prior limb failures are present on the main stem.  The tree has a 
weakened structure and decay will compound over time.   

3) The tree grows directly below utility lines. 

I recommend the tree be removed in entirety and a replacement tree planted elsewhere, as 
space is limited at this location. 

Best regards, 

 
Jeff Gerhardt 

Treescapes Northwest	 	 CCB# 236534 
P.O. Box 52	 	 Cell: 503-453-5571 
Manzanita, OR  97130	 	 www.treescapesnorthwest.com
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Red dot indicates location of shore pine in City ROW 

Treescapes Northwest	 	 CCB# 236534 
P.O. Box 52	 	 Cell: 503-453-5571 
Manzanita, OR  97130	 	 www.treescapesnorthwest.com
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Hazardous pine tree that I recommend be removed: 

Treescapes Northwest	 	 CCB# 236534 
P.O. Box 52	 	 Cell: 503-453-5571 
Manzanita, OR  97130	 	 www.treescapesnorthwest.com
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CITY OF CANNON BEACH 

 

PO Box 368 Cannon Beach, Oregon 97110 • (503) 436-1581 • TTY (503) 436-8097 • FAX (503) 436-2050 

www.ci.cannon-beach.or.us • cityhall@ci.cannon-beach.or.us 

 NOTICE OF APPLICATION TO REMOVE TREES 

 IN THE STREET RIGHT-OF-WAY OR PROPERTY OWNED BY THE CITY 

 

 

The City of Cannon Beach has made an application for the removal of one hazardous shore pine (Pinus 

contorta). The affected tree is approximately 12” in diameter and 20’ tall. are located within the N Larch 

right-of-way (adjacent to Map 51019DA, Tax Lot 1000). 

 

The request for tree removal is made based on Municipal Code Section 17.70.020 A, “Removal of a tree 

which poses a safety hazard.” Municipal Code Section 17.70.030 I, Additional Requirements, states for 

tree removal requests of trees located in a street right-of-way, or on property owned by the city, property 

owners within one hundred feet of the tree(s) requested for removal shall be notified of the proposed 

action. The notification shall also be posted on the city’s website, and on the bulletin board at City Hall, 

and at the Post Office. In making its decision on such a tree removal request, the city shall consider 

comments received within ten days of the date of the mailing of the property owner notification. To be 

considered, comments must address the tree removal criteria of Section 17.70.020. 

 

Correspondence regarding this matter should be mailed to: City of Cannon Beach, Attention: Sheri 

Skotland, PO Box 368, Cannon Beach, OR 97110 or skotland@ci.cannon_beach.or.us. Further 

information regarding this application is available at City Hall, 163 E. Gower Street, Cannon Beach, or 

by calling (503) 436-8048. 

 

DATE NOTICE MAILED:  02/22/2024 

 

cc:  Mayor Barb Knop 

 Councilor Nancy McCarthy 

 Councilor Brandon Ogilvie 

Councilor Gary Hayes 

Councilor Lisa Kerr 
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Treescapes Northwest 
Jeff Gerhardt, Consulting Arborist 
ISA Certified Arborist #PN-5541A 

                        

City of Cannon Beach, Public Works Department 
Attn: Trevor Mount; Assistant Public Works Director 
mount@ci.cannon-beach.or.us 

February 13, 2024 

Hazard Tree Inspection - N Larch ROW 

Per your request, I evaluated the hazard potential of one tree located in the City Public Right of 
Way.  After visually examining the tree and site, I recommend the tree be removed.  Please find 
the included site map, photograph, and ISA Tree Hazard Evaluation Form for reference. 

The tree is a shore pine (Pinus contorta), located in the Public Right of Way near Breakers 
Point.  The tree is approximately 12” in diameter and 20’ tall.  An orange dot was painted on 
the north side of the trunk.  This tree recently had a large limb break near the base of the tree.  
This limb failure severely compromised the structural integrity of the tree and the tree should 
be removed for safety reasons. 

I recommend a Sitka spruce (Picea sitchensis) be replanted at this location. 

Best regards, 

 
Jeff Gerhardt 

Treescapes Northwest	 	 CCB# 236534 
P.O. Box 52	 	 Cell: 503-453-5571 
Manzanita, OR  97130	 	 www.treescapesnorthwest.com
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Red dot indicates location of shore pine in City ROW 

Treescapes Northwest	 	 CCB# 236534 
P.O. Box 52	 	 Cell: 503-453-5571 
Manzanita, OR  97130	 	 www.treescapesnorthwest.com
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Hazardous pine tree that I recommend be removed: 

Treescapes Northwest	 	 CCB# 236534 
P.O. Box 52	 	 Cell: 503-453-5571 
Manzanita, OR  97130	 	 www.treescapesnorthwest.com
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CITY OF CANNON BEACH 

 

PO Box 368 Cannon Beach, Oregon 97110 • (503) 436-1581 • TTY (503) 436-8097 • FAX (503) 436-2050 

www.ci.cannon-beach.or.us • cityhall@ci.cannon-beach.or.us 

 NOTICE OF APPLICATION TO REMOVE TREES 

 IN THE STREET RIGHT-OF-WAY OR PROPERTY OWNED BY THE CITY 

 

 

The City of Cannon Beach has made an application for the removal of one hazardous red alder (Alnus 

Rubra). The affected trees are located within the 640 N Laurel right-of-way (adjacent to, 51019AD, Tax 

Lot 04200). 

 

The request for tree removal is made based on Municipal Code Section 17.70.020 A, “Removal of a tree 

which poses a safety hazard.” Municipal Code Section 17.70.030 I, Additional Requirements, states for 

tree removal requests of trees located in a street right-of-way, or on property owned by the city, property 

owners within one hundred feet of the tree(s) requested for removal shall be notified of the proposed 

action. The notification shall also be posted on the city’s website, and on the bulletin board at City Hall, 

and at the Post Office. In making its decision on such a tree removal request, the city shall consider 

comments received within ten days of the date of the mailing of the property owner notification. To be 

considered, comments must address the tree removal criteria of Section 17.70.020. 

 

Correspondence regarding this matter should be mailed to: City of Cannon Beach, Attention: Sheri 

Skotland , PO Box 368, Cannon Beach, OR 97110 or skotland@ci.cannon_beach.or.us.  Further 

information regarding this application is available at City Hall, 163 E. Gower Street, Cannon Beach, or 

by calling (503) 436-8048. 

 

DATE NOTICE MAILED:  02/27/2024 

 

cc:  Mayor Barb Knop 

 Councilor Nancy McCarthy 

 Councilor Brandon Ogilvie 

Councilor Gary Hayes 

Councilor Lisa Kerr 
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Treescapes Northwest 
Jeff Gerhardt, Consulting Arborist 
ISA Certified Arborist #PN-5541A 

                        

City of Cannon Beach, Public Works Department 
Attn: Trevor Mount; Assistant Public Works Director 
mount@ci.cannon-beach.or.us 

February 25, 2024 

Hazard Tree Inspection - 640 N Laurel ROW 

Per your request, I evaluated the hazard potential of one tree located in the City Public Right of 
Way.  After visually examining the tree and site, I recommend the tree be removed.  Please 
reference the included site map, photograph, and ISA Tree Hazard Evaluation Form. 

The tree is a red alder (Alnus rubra), located within the Public Right of Way behind the 
residence at 640 N Laurel.  The tree is approximately 24” in diameter and 50’ tall.  An orange 
dot was painted on the north side of the trunk.  The tree leans in the direction of the residence 
(640 N Laurel).  Multiple large limbs extend out over the roof of the house.  The tree poses a 
danger to the residence and I recommend it be removed in entirety.  Pruning to alleviate the 
hazard potential of the this tree would only provide short term benefit. 

Consider planting a replacement up slope from the alder.  I recommend a coastal redwood 
(Sequoiadendron sempervirens). 

Best regards, 

 
Jeff Gerhardt 

Treescapes Northwest	 	 CCB# 236534 
P.O. Box 52	 	 Cell: 503-453-5571 
Manzanita, OR  97130	 	 www.treescapesnorthwest.com
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Red dot indicates location of red alder in City ROW 
 

Treescapes Northwest	 	 CCB# 236534 
P.O. Box 52	 	 Cell: 503-453-5571 
Manzanita, OR  97130	 	 www.treescapesnorthwest.com
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Alder tree located in the Public Right of way behind 640 N Laurel: 

Treescapes Northwest	 	 CCB# 236534 
P.O. Box 52	 	 Cell: 503-453-5571 
Manzanita, OR  97130	 	 www.treescapesnorthwest.com
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CITY OF CANNON BEACH 

 

PO Box 368 Cannon Beach, Oregon 97110 • (503) 436-1581 • TTY (503) 436-8097 • FAX (503) 436-2050 
www.ci.cannon-beach.or.us • cityhall@ci.cannon-beach.or.us 

Community Grants Program - Timeline 
FY 2024-2025 

 
NOTE: All grant application information & supporting documentation must be in 8 ½ by 11” format. 

 

Date Activity 

Feb 21 Contact Cannon Beach Gazette, Seaside Signal and Daily Astorian. Post notices. 
Send email to organizational contacts of last year’s grant recipients. Post application 
online. 

April 22 2 p.m. deadline for grant applications via mail, in-person delivery (via drop box) or the 
City website file-share system. 

April 23 Packets with grant applications scanned and available for download for Parks & 
Community Services Committee members, via City website file-share system. 

May 2  Special Meeting: Identify questions for applicants to address in their presentations. 
Identify any additional information needed from applicants. 

May 3 Notify applicants if Committee has specific questions/additional information requests to 
be addressed in presentation & schedule presentations. Provide staff contact info for any 
applicant questions. 

May 9 Presentations (9 a.m. to 12 p.m.) in person and/or via Zoom. (Presentations may be 
conducted in person if COVID restrictions at this time allow.) Encourage dialogue and 
discussion. Communicate the reason for any questions/concerns and clarify whether 
those have been addressed in applicant responses. 

May 14 Preliminary member worksheets due to Admin by 5 p.m. 

May 16 May Committee meeting: discuss preliminary member worksheets.  
If ready, committee may prepare a recommendation for Council. Start discussions about 
Potluck date and time. 

May 21  Final member worksheets due to Admin by 12 p.m. 

May 22  Special Meeting: Committee reviews grant applications and prepares a recommendation 
for Council. Start discussions about Potluck date and time. 9AM-11AM (Memorial Day 
5/27) 

June 4 Council work session packet due. Recommendations from Committee, as well as grant 
applications, to be included in Council packets for work session. 

June 11 Council work session -- Parks & Community Services Committee representative makes 
presentation of Committee’s recommendations to Council. 

June 20 Finalize date and time options for Awards Ceremony at June meeting to give to Council 
for its August meeting. 

July 2 Council meeting -- Adoption of grant recommendations on agenda. 

July 3 Prepare check requests (hold for ceremony) and letters for grant awards. 

July 12 This date is approximate. Letters sent to grant recipients; evaluation form included with 
award letters. (Letters to include reference to Awards Ceremony.) 

 Email reminders to grant recipients regarding Community Grant Awards Ceremony. 

 Awards Ceremony at Chamber of Commerce at __ p.m. 



Establishing Minimum Criteria for a Heritage Tree Applicant 

Based on my read of a number of heritage tree and other tree related websites, I propose the 

following guidelines for accepting a heritage tree application based on the ISA Tree Assessment 

of the Maximum Potential Growth, Non-Hazard/Obstruction and Health of the tree.[B] 

1. Acceptable tree health must be determined on a case-by-case basis.[A] 

2. An ISA Basic Tree Risk Form should be completed for each applicant. 

3. The applicant tree should be located in an environment where it is likely to achieve its’ 

Maximum Potential Growth, and in a site that the tree is/will be protected from 

encroachment or damage from future development. 

4. No Heritage Tree Applicant should be accepted with a Hazard Consequence of Failure 

rating higher than “Low”.[G][H] 

a. If the City Arborist has recommended any mitigation(s) that would reduce the 

Consequence of Failure Rating to “Low”, the cost of such work should be 

determined and agreed to by the city prior to recommending the applicant tree 

for heritage consideration. 

5. The assessed Health of the tree should be an ISA vigor rating of at least “Normal”. 

a. If the City Arborist has recommended any pruning, fertilization or insecticide 

treatment, the cost of such work should be determined and agreed to by the city 

prior to recommending the applicant tree for heritage consideration. 

Once a tree is designated as a Heritage Tree, it should only be removed if it threatens public 

safety or structures.[C][D] 

By their very nature, Heritage Trees tend to be mature specimens of their particular species.  As 

the method of care for trees changes with age, a specific tree care program[F] should be created 

by the City Arborist and attached to the Heritage Tree Application. 

Les S 

Following are selected information resources with links to the original documents. 

[A.] The Heritage Tree… “To Save Or Not To Save, That Is The Question” 

In general, people love trees and for many reasons. They provide many benefits for our 

communities and homes. Functional benefits include cooling properties with shade, improved 

air quality and water economic values; the bigger the tree, the better the benefits. In addition, 

there are emotional attachments to these large, elder statesmen of the urban forest. Trees in 

the neighborhood which have seen many generations grow up and prosper have become iconic 

and bold statements of sustainability and prosperous communities. All of this adds up to the 

fact that trees are important! 

However, as trees get older, they get larger. Inherent issues can arise with health and stability. A 

walk in the woods will find very large trees in a natural setting that provides the conditions and 
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environment for a longer lifespan. However, trees in urban areas encounter many different and 

often hostile conditions. Poor soils, extreme heat and drought and people-pressure shorten the 

lifetime of trees dramatically. According to researchers, the average life of any tree in urban 

conditions is less than 40 years. Often decline, dieback and pest issues weaken the tree or 

storms damage these trees, resulting in risk situations. 

This brings us to an often difficult decision about whether or not to save that large, heritage 

tree which has meant so much to so many. Sometimes those decisions can be challenging. 

However, it is critical to use common sense and keep public safety in mind during the process. 

It’s often not an easy matter for public officials to determine because of the sentiments involved 

in the decision. However, they are bound by levels of acceptable risk which are of primary 

importance. We need to weigh the risk involved and the costs with maintaining a tree which 

perhaps should not be saved or sustained beyond its capabilities. We must take a close look at 

the body language of the tree and make a sound decision on saving or replacing based on 

safety. Contact an International Society of Arboriculture Certified Arborist for information on 

tree health and safety issues. The Heritage Tree... "To Save Or Not To Save, That Is The Question" | 

Purdue Extension Forestry & Natural Resources 

[B.] What is a Heritage Tree? 

Ability for Maximum Potential Growth, Non-Hazard/Obstruction and Health 

are all related in that they act as pre-requisite criteria for certain programs in order for a  

heritage tree to be designated (Seattle Department of Transportation, 2018; City of Coronado,  

n.d.). If this requirement is not met, even if a tree possesses one or more of a heritage tree  

program’s stated criteria it cannot receive this classification (Seattle Department of  

Transportation, 2018). To use each of these three respective criteria a tree must either “have  

full potential to reach mature size and form, taking into consideration site constraints such as  

adjacent buildings, parkways, roadways, utilities, etc.” (City of Coronado, n.d., p. 1), not be  

considered a hazard to public safety (City of Spokane Urban Forestry Department, 2018), or  

must be deemed healthy by an arborist (City of Portland Parks and Recreation, 2016).  

Establishing consensus criteria for determining heritage tree status: Arboricultural Journal: Vol 43, No 2 

(tandfonline.com) 

The nature of heritage trees varies widely. Great size is easy to recognize and appreciate.  

Historical events associated with a tree also qualify it as a heritage tree. Less recognized  

features may be something like the northern-most palm tree on the Pacific coast, or a tree with  

genes that somehow enabled it to escape an introduced pest that claimed others of its species.  

It may be simply a blaze that marked an ancient trail or as subtle as Montana’s medicine tree  

that serves as a sacred shrine to Native Americans. 

What is a Heritage Tree? 
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[C.] Just because a tree has damage or defects, that 

doesn’t mean it’s a hazard tree. A dead, dying, or 

diseased tree is only considered a hazard if it’s 

located within falling range of property or people. If 

the tree is on your property, you’re responsible for its 

maintenance. Is My Tree Dangerous? How to 

Recognize Tree Hazards | Riverbend Landscapes & 

Tree Service (riverbendva.com) 

 

 

 

 

 

[D.] Remember that if the tree falling doesn’t threaten doesn’t 

threaten public safety or structures, you will not you will not get 

approval get approval to remove an exceptional or heritage tree Can 

you remove exceptional or heritage trees in Seattle? 

(soundtreecarellc.com) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[E.] MATRICES TO GUIDE DECISIONS 

A tree risk assessor, using experience-based judgment and best management practice guidelines for each 

category, can then record the findings in two matrices. These are illustrated below as shown in Tree Risk 

Assessment – Best Management Practices. The first combines conclusions about (1) the likelihood of 

failure and (2) the likelihood of impacting a target. Matrix 2 takes the results of the  

first matrix, combines them with the consequences if the failure occurs, and designates a level of risk. 
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The key factor in tree risk assessment is a careful 

examination of the tree. On happy occasions, no 

issues are discovered — the tree is healthy and free 

of defects. In other cases, there are one or more 

danger signs. Here are some of those conditions 

that would influence the categories in the decision 

matrices. They are presented in order of a 

recommended inspection of any tree. 

 

1.  EXAMINE THE TOP 

(CROWN) 

• ARE THERE DEAD 

LIMBS? 

• WHAT'S THE TREE’S 

HISTORY? 

• DO SOME BRANCHES 

CROSS OR RUB? 

• IS THE TREE DEAD OR 

DYING? 

2.  CHECK THE TRUNK  

• WHAT ABOUT 

BALANCE? 

• LOOK FOR SIGNS OF 

DECAY 

• EXAMINE WOUNDS 

AND CRACKS 

 

 

 

3 DON’T FORGET THE ROOTS 

• ANY SIGNS OF ROOT 

DECAY? 

• ARE ANY ROOTS 

SEVERED? 

 

 

 

tree-city-usa-bulletin-do-your-trees-pose-a-risk.pdf (oregon.gov) 

 

[F.] Preserving Heritage Trees: Techniques for Long-Term Health 

 

Caring for Heritage Trees 

 

Keeping your heritage trees in good health requires regular inspection and maintenance. Keep them 

looking their best and thriving by: 

 

Pruning  One of the main keys to long-term tree health is proper pruning by a professional. Removing 

dead branches reduces strain on the tree’s core, provides air circulation, and sunlight penetration. 

Pruning encourages a gorgeous canopy and healthy leaf growth. 

 

Soil Maintenance  The soil surrounding your trees needs extra attention to keep pH levels balanced. 

Enrich the soil with organic matter and introduce regular water schedules. 

 

Watering Regimen  Consistent watering contributes to your trees’ longevity. Make sure the watering 

schedule is correct for each tree’s age and type. 

 

Pest & Disease Prevention  Heritage trees are particularly vulnerable to pests and disease. Hire a 

professional arborist trained in pest and disease detection to care for your older trees. 

 

Cabling & Bracing Support  Reinforcement is sometimes necessary for heritage trees. Cabling and bracing 

can extend their lives if they have structural deficiencies. 
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Local history is carried in the rings of our precious heritage trees. Preserving these noble elders helps 

future generations enjoy all the benefits of healthy trees in our community. 
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[G] ISA CEU Basic Tree Risk Assessment 

[H] ISABasicTreeRiskAssessmentForm_Instructions.pdf (isa-arbor.com) 
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